Analysis of “Tradition and the Individual Talent”
“The Tradition and the Individual Talent” written in 1920 by T.S. Eliot is an essay of literary criticism. It analysis the role of tradition and the relationship with innovative products.

We can divided the essay into two parts because we have two main thesis. 

In the first parts Eliot writes “the most individual parts of his work may be those in which the dead poets, his ancestors assert their immortality most vigorously”. People are particularly satisfied when they read something that they have never read before. We can easily understand that when we read a poet’s work we discover his immortality.
T.S. Eliot does not refer is argumentation to young poets but rather to mature poets.

According to T.S. Eliot tradition implies a deep level of significance as a matter of fact he says “If you want it you must obtain it by great labour”. Only with hard work we can be great.

A poet cannot inherit tradition: If the poet or poetess wants to have tradition he or she must gain.

Eliot says that to gain tradition we have to grasp the historical sense. That is the awareness of language and literature are codified in time, along time, in language and through the language. The historical sense is indispensable for all poets that want to continue writing beyond their adolescence and gain the level of awareness of how the language and literature coexist in the present. 

When a poet is gained the historical sense (a sense of time which is at the same time, out of time and inside the time I live in) he is considered a traditional poet. 
Thesis number two says that “no poet, no artist of any art, has his complete meaning alone”. What makes a poet or an artist great is what makes him able to signify. 

According to T.S. Eliot a poet or a poetess cannot evaluated on his or her own: alone. The poet puts him or her in comparison among the dead.

At the end he says that whenever a work is made it modifies all the relations that where before, and will modify also the future works.
